
Population 
 Owyhee County is the second largest and the 25th most 
populous of Idaho’s 44 counties. Owyhee County has one 
of the lowest population densities in the state, and more 
than three-quarters of the county is federally owned. As 
with most counties in southwestern Idaho, Owyhee 
County’s population has been steadily increasing over the 
past decade, rising from 10,110 in 1997 to 10,835 in 
2007. The increase of 725 represents a 7.2 percent 
growth rate, down from the 12.8 percent growth rate of 
1996 to 2006. Due to the large federal land holdings and 
the fairly remote locations of this largely agricultural 
county, population growth has been slower in Owyhee 
County than in surrounding areas. The western portion of 
the county is where the majority of residents live. 

Labor Force & Employment 
  The growth in the Owyhee County’s civilian labor force 
from 1997 to 2007 is increasing on a sliding ten year scale 
growing by 305 people. That was greater than the 1996 to 
2006 growth of 230 and the growth from 1995 to 2005 of 233 
people. This however represents less than a 10 percent growth 
in the labor force over the decade which has resulted in a 
steady unemployment rate that only deviated above four 
percent twice in the last ten years and has remained under 
three percent since 2003. Owyhee County has had a 
remarkable run of keeping unemployment under the level 
generally accepted as full employment seven of the last ten 
years.  
 Nonfarm payroll jobs in Owyhee County increased at a 
decreasing rate in 2007 trailing 2006’s increase of 7.2 percent 
and 2005’s increase of 7.6 percent. As the Idaho economy as 
well as the national economy slowed during 2007 the affects 
were felt across the state and Owyhee County was no 
exception. The previously hot construction industry experienced 

a modest decline of 15 jobs but remains 86 percent above 
1997’s number of construction jobs in the County. 
Manufacturing experienced a gain of 18 jobs offsetting the loss 
of high paying construction jobs. Leisure and hospitality also 
continued to add jobs as did government, where a large federal 
presence is felt in Owyhee County due to the vast federal 
landholdings. Government makes up 36.7 percent of all 
nonfarm jobs as local governments in the form of cities and 
school districts employ a large number of people as does the 
Federal Government. 
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Labor Force Sep 2007 Sep 2008
Civilian Labor Force 4,766 4,685
  Total Employment 4,685 4,525
  Unemployed 81 160
  % of Labor Force Unemployed 1.7 3.4
State of Idaho % Unemployed 2.7 5.0
U.S. % Unemployed 4.7 6.1

Labor Force 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
  Civilian Labor Force 4,475 4,523 4,405 4,794 4,878 4,740 4,690 4,628 4,681 4,686 4,786
  Unemployment 118 126 182 185 196 209 128 122 111 90 80
 % of Labor Force Unemployed 2.6 2.8 4.1 3.9 4.0 4.4 2.7 2.6 2.4 1.9 1.7
  Employment 4,357 4,397 4,223 4,610 4,682 4,531 4,562 4,505 4,570 4,597 4,706
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Per Capita Income/Covered Employment  
     Owyhee County ranked 33rd in per capita income in 
Idaho in 2005 at $22,089 dropping from 31st in 2004. 
The increased reliance on and a growing  leisure and hos-
pitality industry most likely contributed, as both typically 
pay less than average. 

    Agriculture and government account for 57.1 percent 
of covered employment in Owyhee County. Average in-
dustry wages range from $8,157 in leisure and hospital-
ity to $42,974 in financial activities.  

* Additional Occupational Wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Department of Labor Web site at lmi.idaho.gov. 

This county is served by the offices listed below: 
Idaho Department of Labor   or Idaho Department of Labor 
1993 E. Eighth N.   6107 Graye Lane 
Mountain Home, ID 83647-0160   Caldwell, ID 83607-8072 
Ph: (208) 364-7788   Ph: (208) 364-7781 

Occupational Wages* Starting 
Wage

Bookkeeper $10.08
Farm Equipment Mechanics $12.92
Groundskeeping Workers $8.30
Maintenance & Repair Workers $9.88
Fork Lift Driver $8.98
School Bus Driver $8.85
Administrative Assistants $11.79
General Farm Laborer $6.55

Per Capita Income 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
  Owyhee County $16,813 $17,853 $18,470 $18,383 $19,738 $19,593 $19,355 $21,901 $22,987 $24,155
  State of Idaho $20,648 $21,789 $22,786 $24,077 $25,024 $25,221 $25,524 $27,361 $28,301 $29,920
  United States $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,574 $30,821 $31,504 $33,123 $34,757 $36,714
Info rm atio n pro vided by U.S . Cens us  B ureau

Nonfarm Payroll Jobs for 2007
Major Employers

Bruneau-Grandview School District
Filler King Co.
Homedale School District
J.R. Simplot Co.
Nederend Dairy
Marsing School District
Owyhee County
Owyhee Health & Rehabilitation Center
Paul's Market
Deruyter Dairy

Covered Employment & Average Annual
Wages Per Job for 1997, 2006, & 2007 Average Average Average Average Average Average

Employment Wages Employment Wages Employment Wages
Total Covered Wages 2,199 $20,926 2,973 $25,253 2,890 $26,116
  Agriculture 568 $19,761 991 $22,457 943 $25,592
  Mining 167 $36,240 17 $62,743 * *
  Construction 93 $23,377 188 $31,936 169 $29,097
  Manufacturing 127 $21,445 174 $30,100 192 $32,943
  Trade, Utilities, & Transportation 216 $15,679 328 $24,298 357 $24,577
  Information 20 $37,541 25 $30,557 23 $32,488
  Financial Activities 28 $19,272 39 $20,553 24 $28,101
  Professional and Business Services 100 $34,640 236 $41,910 156 $42,974
  Educational and Health Services 114 $16,186 117 $23,283 119 $24,736
  Leisure and Hospitality 122 $6,892 155 $7,743 165 $8,157
  Other Services 15 $14,831 10 $15,808 16 $17,431
  Government 631 $20,343 694 $24,528 709 $25,046

1997 2006 2007
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